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independent authority over this region. But the Firman had its due impact on
the Zainlndars of the region who favoured the English hoping for high
rewards by the company on the analogy from the earlier occasions when these
Zamindars used to change their loyalties hurriedly in favour of the emerging
power.
The Mughal Firman rewarded the English as they desired by creating
such an atmosphere in the Andhra country that its transfer to the English was
a settled fact and that the only question remained was when it would be
effected. The Nizam was cornered from all sides and the English diplomacy
reaped its first fruit in procuring these Sarkars legally by an agreement
between the Nizam and the Company in 1768. Though the area was
transferred to the English on lease initially, the Nizam was never in a position
to take back these Sarkars from the English terminating the lease and finally
the country was acceeded to the Company in 1823.
The Zamindars and the Nizam's deputies who showed lot of enthusiasm
to go over to the English, thinking that the foreign merchant company would
not be interested in the governance of the country and they could enjoy full
liberty in ruling their territories if the commercial interests of the company
were well served by the local chiefs. But, they realised their mistakejDefore
long as the English extended its sway on the coastal districts and consolidated
its authority with a well organised beauracratic system committed only to the
English interests. The resistance to the expansion of the English power came
for the first time from the hilly chiefs of Godavari district as early as 1770
starting from Totapalli Estate and spread to the chiefs of plains culminating
in the Battle of Padmanabham in 1794.
Eversince the English put forth their pretentious claim over the
Northern Saikars with the support of the Mughal grant, their intentions were
very clear to exploit the region by collecting as much as they could in shape
of revenue and to manufacture cloth in their factories by compelling the local
artisans to work on unremuneralive terms. The permanent settlement
introduced in the region had its telling effect on the local aristocracy and the
older Taminriary estate became bankrupt in course of time and gave place to
thenewZamindaries. The social and economic tranfonnalionthattookplace
in the regionturned out to be quite unfavourable to the traditional Zamindary
families and all those who depended magricdture for their livelihood. The
transfer of Sarkars heralded the earliest phase of British colonialism in the
Anifittamparticiilar. The period is sigpificantfor the reason that the modern
beauracratic system had its origins in lite crude and exploitative system of
admimstratioTL This stage of colonialism ended with the introduction of